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6 Steps to Get the Most Out of a Campus Visit 

Why plan a visit? 

Checking out a college campus near you is a great idea, even if you don't know what you want to major in or what 
type of college you want to go to. College visits can give you a sense of what might be important to you in a college 
and what college life is all about. Here are six suggestions for planning your visit and getting the most out of it. 

Step 1:   Decide where and how 

Find out what colleges are nearby and think about planning a visit. There may be programs at your school that 
arrange group trips to colleges. You could also get a group of friends together and visit the campus by car or public 
transportation. A family trip is another option, and it allows you to involve your family in the process. 

Step 2:   Prepare for your visit 

Before you set out, get a map of the college campus (the college's website usually has one) and pick out places of 
interest. Call the college's admission office to schedule a guided tour of the campus or to ask about the best times to 
visit. 

Step 3:   Take your own tour 

Just wandering around the campus on your own or with friends can be the best way to get a feel for what a college 
is like. 

Step 4:   Explore college facilities 

Ask a student where the best place to eat is and have lunch there. Visit the library. Check out the gym or the 
theater. Ask an admission officer if you can tour a dorm and a classroom. Find the spots on campus where students 
gather; hang out there and get a feel for the character of the college. 

Step 5:   Make connections 

Talk to current students. Ask the students at the next table or sitting on a nearby bench what they like best about 
the college or what they like best about being in college in general. 

Step 6:  Make notes 

During your visit, write down some notes about your experience. What did you see that excited you? Do you feel 
you could explore the library for days? Can you picture yourself on stage in the theater? Do you want to get a closer 
look at the equipment in a lab? Are there aspects of the college that you don't like? If so, what are they? 

 

What now? 

When you visit a college, just relax, observe and have fun. There's no pressure. 
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What should you do on a campus visit?  

[Stuart Schmill, Dean of Admissions, Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT)] 

“Visiting campuses is the best way, really, to learn about a college. And I think sometimes you can be constrained 
by when you can visit — whether you can visit during the week when school’s in session, so you can actually sit in 
on a class, or whether you have to visit on a weekend when class is not in session. Or a popular time for students to 
be visiting colleges is in the summer, when, in fact, most students aren’t even on campus. 

The ideal situation is to be able to visit a school while it’s in session, and in fact, many universities have programs 
where they will match prospective students up with current students either for an afternoon, or even overnight, so 
students can really immerse themselves and feel what it would be like to be a student there. That’s the ideal, and 
you can’t always get that kind of that kind of depth of visit, but if you can’t, you want to just make the most of it. 
And at the very least, what you want to do any time you are visiting a school is make sure you leave the tour — at 
least for a short bit — and just meet and talk with some random students on campus, and ask them, “What’s your 
favorite thing about going to school here?” and “What’s your least favorite thing about going to school here?” and 
try to get some honest feedback.” 

Adapted from the website https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-started/know-yourself/6-steps-to-get-the-most-
out-of-a-campus-visit. 

 


